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The principle of common but differentiated responsibility (hereinafter referred to 
as CDR principle) is still at development stage as a basic principle of international 
environmental law. The core value of this principle is to guide the equitable 
distribution of global environmental responsibilities. As the most important practice 
field, global climate change has a profound impact on the development of CDR 
principle. 
Besides preface and conclusion, this dissertation is divided into four chapters: 
Chapter one is about the summarization on CDR principle. This chapter firstly 
cards the history of CDR principle. Secondly, it defines the concept of CDR principle 
in climate change and then makes some analysis on its content. At last, it summarizes 
the different views of legal status about CDR principle, and endorses that the CDR 
principle is on the way from soft law to customary international law. 
Chapter two deals with the basis of CDR principle applied to climate change 
field. This chapter firstly analyzes the realistic basis from causes of climate change, 
national capacity and embodied energy problem, and then focused on the study of 
legal basis. It finds out that the theories of international environmental justice, 
sustainable development and international cooperation can support CDR principle 
applied to climate change. 
Chapter three reveals the difficulties and challenges of CDR principle. After 
examining the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change with 
derivative instruments and the completion of the emission reduction, financial and 
technical assistance targets, it notes that CDR principle has not been fully respected 
and implemented by developed countries. Moreover, CDR principle may be weakened 
or confused in future international climate negotiations. 
Chapter four reflects on the development of CDR principle from china’s position. 
The chapter makes some recommendations on how China adapts to, influences and 
learns from the development of CDR principle. At the international level, China 















importance to the study of relationship between CDR principle and precautionary 
principle. In domestic law, China’s climate change legal system should absorb CDR 
principle so as to improve the relevant legal system and promote public participation 
in addressing climate change. 
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